[Injuries of the small intestine in polytrauma].
The authors inform on the increasing number of penetrating abdominal injuries during the last five years, especially in the criminal injuries. Diagnostic methods in a stabilised patient are analysed, diagnostic and therapeutic laparoscopy is preferred to lavage of the abdominal cavity in indicated cases. Urgent surgical revision is recommended in patients in a critical state on account of quickly increasing compartment syndrome, although staged laparotomy is needed. The timing of surgical methods is emphasised in serious associated injuries. Conclusions are illustrated with surgical results.